Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni and Co-sponsored by Council Members Schellenberg, Hazouri, White, R. Gaffney, Newby, Becton, Morgan and Pittman:
RESOLUTION 2019-224
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING HECTOR A. GUTIERREZ-NICHOLS ON BEING NAMED THE JACKSONVILLE SHERIFF’S OFFICE CORRECTIONS OFFICER OF THE YEAR FOR 2019; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Hector Gutierrez-Nichols, a native of Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, moved to Jacksonville in 2007 where he graduated from Robert E. Lee High School; and


WHEREAS, following graduation from high school, Mr. Gutierrez-Nichols joined the U.S. Marine Corps where he was a data network technician, both at the Marine Corps Air Station at Cherry Point, North Caroline and in Afghanistan; and


WHEREAS, following his honorable discharge from the Marines in 2013, Mr. Gutierrez-Nichols joined the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office as a correctional officer at the Pre-Trial Detention Facility, where he has worked in all phases of the jail’s operations, including the medical facility, while particularly serving as a translator facilitating communications with Spanish-speaking inmates; and

WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s Office recently honored Officer Gutierrez-Nichols as the JSO’s Corrections Officer of the Year for 2019 in recognition of his attention to detail, his professionalism, and his ready willingness to assist other officers in the efficient operation of the Pre-Trial Detention Center; and

WHEREAS, in making the award, the Department especially recognized Officer Gutierrez’s willingness to go above and beyond the call of duty by cutting short a family vacation in Ohio to drive to Orlando on short notice to provide crucial testimony in a trial in which he was asked to be involved by virtue of having acted as a translator for deputies from the Orange County Sheriff’s Office when they questioned a Central Florida resident being held in Jacksonville’s detention center. The officer’s testimony led to the admission of evidence that was crucial to successfully obtaining a conviction in the case; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Officer Hector Gutierrez-Nichols on being named the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office’s Corrections Officer of the Year for 2019. His professionalism and dedication to duty are a credit to himself and to all the men and women of the Sheriff’s Office, and the City extends its thanks for his outstanding performance.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Paige H. Johnston_
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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